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Word, Excel, and PowerPoint Standards 

Support Readme  

 

Microsoft is implementing four new interoperability principles and corresponding actions across its 

high-volume business products: (1) ensuring open connections; (2) promoting data portability; (3) 

enhancing support for industry standards; and (4) fostering more open engagement with customers 

and the industry, including open source communities.   

Read the full Microsoft News article. 

Word, Excel, and PowerPoint Standards Support Introduction 

https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?linkid=837934 

Microsoft makes available information about protocols, binary file formats, and other specifications 

for a number of its most popular products, including various versions of Windows and Windows 

Server, Microsoft SQL Server, Microsoft Office, Microsoft Exchange Server, and Microsoft Office 

SharePoint Server.  These technical specifications enable and encourage a vibrant development 

community, resulting in smarter, interoperable products.  

Important notes about the documentation 

Download all Open Specifications documents to the same directory to retain links.  

If you use the PDF versions of the Open Specifications documents, be sure to download all of the 

documents to the same directory. Hyperlinks between technical documents require the 

documents to be in the same directory to work.  Note that if you download additional Open 

Specifications documents from Microsoft, they should also be stored in the same directory to 

enable linking. 

"Copy Code" button may not work in Firefox.  

The "Copy Code" button that appears on code samples in an Open Specifications document may 

not copy code to the clipboard when the technical document is viewed using the Firefox Web 

browser. If this occurs, instead of using the button, select the code and copy it.  

Documentation Roadmap and Forum Information  

To navigate the documentation set, follow these guidelines:  

Reference  Details  

Standards Support on MSDN 

https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?linkid=837933 
Explore the Standards 

Documentation online. 

Word, Excel, and PowerPoint Standards Support .zip file 

https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?linkid=330025 

Download a .zip file 

containing all Word, Excel, 

and PowerPoint Standards 

Support documents. 

https://news.microsoft.com/2008/02/21/microsoft-makes-strategic-changes-in-technology-and-business-practices-to-expand-interoperability/#sm.0000029q3ttnuadbpt1xbtbua8wn5
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?linkid=837934
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?linkid=837933
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?linkid=330025
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Word, Excel, and PowerPoint Standards Support links and .pdf files 

https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?linkid=837934 

View a list of Word, Excel, 

and PowerPoint Standards 

documents. Optionally 

download individual 

documents in PDF format. 

Top level of Open Specifications 

https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?linkid=836943 

Explore Open Specifications 
documentation online. 

Open Specifications forums: 

https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?linkid=836944 

Access the selection of 
Microsoft Open Specification 
forums. 
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